
Do you know... Asians will be the majority community in Birmingham by 2027.global india...

AAccrroossss
1 Delayed, so returned to one’s starting position

(3,4)
5 It may be set for lunch (5)
8 Changing to steam trains?  He should know! (13)
9 Follow directions and prosecute (5)

10 Explain about a turning point in a revolution
(4,3)

11 Step right back inside (6)
12 His work as an artist is somewhat impressive (6)
15 The French yell and throw wild punches (4,3)
17 Penal reform in an Asian kingdom (5)
19 A way to survey the eternal romantic situation

(13)
20 He gives a direction in the entrance (5)
21 Stickers for the traditional method of roasting

(7)
DDoowwnn

1 Punish with stick? (5)
2 Sorts earnings out with wrong result (13)
3 Is embraced by a need for something aromatic (7)
4 US State taking a right from another (6)
5 Be of service when a few grow sick (5)
6 Demand more of the consumer? (3,2,3,5)
7 Disorderly crooner in court (7)

11 Kissed perhaps - the usual start between girl and
boy (7)

13 Canny articles? (7)
14 They support various trusts (6)
16 A possessive type (5)
18 Jobs for actors to learn (5)

SSoolluuttiioonn  NNoo::  773333

AAccrroossss::  1 Stops, 8 Nightcap, 9 Ambit, 10 Pilgrim’s
Progress, 11 Grass, 12 Ena, 16 Stolen, 17 Look up, 18
Dab, 23 Space, 24 Harasses, 25 Atlas, 27 Brief.
DDoowwnn:: 2 Temerity, 3 Plimsoll, 4 Lilian, 5 Thigh, 6
Acrid, 7 Spasm, 12 End, 13 Alb, 14 Computer, 15
Purchase, 19 Averse, 20 Chaps, 21 Arrow, 22 Usury.

crossword no 734...

7,000 couples lock lips to create a world record in Bosnia

■ Bosnians take a part in an attempt to break the world simultaneous kissing record in Tuzla. More than 7,000 Bosnian couples locked their lips to break the record, according to
officials. With fireworks, a giant TV screen, confetti and heart-shaped red balloons as the backdrop, the crowd kissed for at least ten seconds at 11:00 pm local time —AP/Reuters

Venkatesan Vembu. Hong Kong 

Tibetan activists are
seething in rage and despair
over “absurd” new regula-
tions from the Chinese gov-
ernment, which came into
force on Saturday, under
which Tibetan Buddhist
reincarnations require
Communist Party approval.

The new “management
measures for the reincarna-
tion of living Buddhas in Ti-
betan Buddhism” are wide-
ly perceived as a desperate
move by the Chinese gov-
ernment to undermine the
influence of the exiled Ti-
betan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama and other Ti-
betan Buddhist leaders who
oppose Chinese rule in Ti-
bet.

The new regulation bars
any Buddhist monk living
outside China from seeking
reincarnation, and effective-
ly gives Chinese authorities
the power to choose the next
Dalai Lama. “These strin-
gent new measures strike at
the heart of Tibetan reli-
gious identity,” says Lodi
Gyaltsen Gyari, a spe-
cial envoy of the Dalai
Lama. “They will only
create further resent-
ment among the Tibetan
people and cannot override
the Party’s lack of legitima-
cy in the sphere of religion.”

The measures have also
been sharply criticised by
the Congressional-Executive
Commission on China as
having the potential to trans-
form Tibeten Buddhism
“into a less substantial, more
completely state-managed
institution.” They would
“empower” the Communist
Party and government to
“gradually reshape Tibetan
Buddhism by controlling
one of the religion’s most
unique and important fea-
tures” — lineages of teach-
ers that Tibetan Buddhists
believe are reincarnations
that can span centuries.

“As elderly reincarna-
tions pass away, the meas-
ures authorise government
officials to decide whether
or not a reincarnation is eli-
gible, and if one is permit-
ted, the government will su-
pervise the search for the
subsequent reincarnation,

as well as religious educa-
tion and training,” the Com-
mission noted.

Likewise, the US Com-
mission on International
Commission on Internation-
al Religious Freedom noted
that the regulations “are
clearly designed to under-
mine the influence of the
Dalai Lama… and consti-
tute continuing state viola-

tion of internationally
guaranteed religious
freedoms in China.”
For his part, the 72-

year-old Dalai Lama has re-
peatedly said he will not be
reborn in Tibet as long as
it’s under Chinese control,
and has even said Tibetans
themselves were free to de-
cide whether to continue
with the institution of the
Dalai Lama.

According to the Interna-
tional Campaign for Tibet,
the new regulations are a re-
flection of the “political dif-
ficulties” faced by Chinese
authorities following their
“failure to secure the alle-
giance of some senior rein-
carnate lamas in Tibet in re-
cent years.”

Indicatively, it noted, the
17th Karmapa, who was be-
ing groomed by the Chinese
as a ‘patriotic’ figurehead,
escaped from Tibet in 1999,
and is now living in exile in
India. And Arjia Rinpoche,
the abbot of Kumbum
monastery in Qinghai, de-
fected to the US in 1998. Both
made statements afterwards
about the lack of genuine re-
ligious freedom in Tibet.

Tibetans fume
over China rules
on reincarnation
Tibetan Buddhist
reincarnations now
require Communist
Party approval

next
life

Press Trust of India. London

As Adolf Hitler plunged the whole world
into war in 1939, German army generals and
politicians would simply jump at his com-
mand. But, just two years earlier, the Nazi
dictator lacked charisma to attract even the
attention of a petty servant, the Dowager
Duchess of Devonshire, who is the sole sur-
viving Mitford sister, has claimed here.

The 87-year-old is the last of the six aris-
tocratic Mitford sisters who achieved con-
temporary notoriety for their controversial
and stylish lifestyle in 1920-30s. One of the
sisters Unity became so infatuated with
Hitler that she had shot herself in the head
the day the World War II broke out. In an in-
terview to The Sunday Telegraph’s Seven
magazine, Deborah Mitford has recalled
that when she had visited Hitler, along with
Unity and their mother, in Munich in June
1937, no one responded when the dictator re-
peatedly rang a bell to summon a servant to
serve tea.

“One or two odd things happened at that
tea. My mother and I were quite dirty be-
cause we’d come in an open car from Aus-
tria, so we went to wash in his bathroom.
Hitler’s towels, I remember, had AH em-
broidered on them. I’ve always thought

that was so strange, so unlike what you
would expect of someone like that. I re-
member, too, that he rang a bell several
times and no one came. That was a bit odd,
too,” Mitford said.

Refusing that she also had a crush on
Hitler like her sister, Mitford said, “If you
sat in a room with Churchill you were
aware of this tremendous charisma.
Kennedy had it too. But Hitler didn’t — not
to me anyway.” Instead, she claimed, she
had fallen for a cafe violinist.

Hitler lacked charisma
to command a servant

When he failed to impress
The Dowager Duchess of Devon-
shire, who is the sole surviving
Mitford sister, recalls
that when she had
visited Hitler, in June
1937, no one re-
sponded when he re-
peatedly rang a bell
to summon a servant to serve tea.
She didn’t even find him charming

Sam Ghattas. Beirut

Lebanese troops killed 28 Al-
Qaeda-inspired militants
and captured 15 others in a
massive gunfight on Sunday
after they broke out of a
northern Palestinian refugee
camp devastated by over
three months of fighting,
said a security official said.

The official could not
confirm earlier reports that
15 Fatah Islam fighters were
wounded in the battle. A
military statement earlier
said troops were attacking
the remaining militant
strongholds inside Nahr el
Bared and “chasing the fugi-
tives outside the camp” who
had staged “a desperate at-
tempt to flee.”

The gunbattles that be-
gan during the dawn break-
out continued through early
afternoon. Two Lebanese
soldiers were killed in the
fighting. —AP

Lebanese
troops kill
28 militants

Press Trust of India. London

Md Al-Fayed, whose son
Dodi was killed alongside
Princess Diana in a car
crash in Paris ten years
back, has rejected the Bish-
op of London’s plea to put
an end to the conspiracy
theories which have shroud-
ed her memory.

The Harrods owner dis-
missed Bishop Richard
Chartres as a “stuffed shirt”
after he urged a congrega-
tion, including the Queen,
Prince Charles and mem-
bers of the Royal Family, at
the Princess of Wales’ me-
morial service on Friday,
“Let it end here”, The Sun-
day Times reported.

“Prince Harry had the
grace to acknowledge the
suffering of other families
who lost someone that

night...This stuffed shirt of
a clergyman should take les-
sons from the 22-year-old
Prince in how to behave.”

“He certainly shouldn’t
have hijacked a memorial
service dedicated to Diana,
Princess of Wales, to let us
know various of his person-
al opinions — for that’s all
they were.”

“As a religious man the
Bishop has no right to inter-
fere in the court process
which will establish what
happened that night,” Al-
Fayed said.

Al-Fayed says no to
Diana peace plea

Venkatesan Vembu. Hong Kong 

Barely hours before his live show in Hong Kong,
singing sensation Shaan’s cheeriness of spirit is
momentarily clouded over by a discomfiting re-
alisation. The erstwhile Sa Re Ga Ma Pa star
who epitomises the Voice of India has just been
told that the crowds at the Hong Kong auditori-
um won’t be permitted to dance in the aisles or
otherwise resort to excessively boisterous be-
haviour.

“A live show without spontaneous dancing?”
muses Shaan. “Oh well, let’s see how we can get
the crowd warmed up…”

As it turned out, Shaan didn’t have to do very
much. Even the overly officious usherettes who
were looking to enforce decorum in the hall
couldn’t entirely tame the wild spirits of a sellout
crowd, largely made up of immigrants from the
Indian sub-continent. The business-suited
bankers in the premier seats (the event, organ-
ised by Jade Group, was sponsored by BNP
Paribas for its clients) may have confined them-
selves to genteel shows of appreciation, but up in
the gallery, a high-decibel party was on. With
whistles and whoops and a whirl of flailing limbs,
Shaan’s adoring fans proved that they’d been
more than sufficiently warmed up by their star.

“It’s what I love about live shows,” Shaan told
DNA during a laid-back interaction. “I im-
mensely love the energy, and I feed off that. And
even though there are many competing de-
mands on my time these days, I don’t want to
give up on these shows.”

It isn’t Shaan’s first time in Hong Kong: he
was here 13 years ago, with sister Sagarika for
another live show, and he expresses wonder-
ment — given the large sub-continental diaspo-
ra in the region — that it’s taken him this long
to come again. His musical journey since 2000,
which he rates as his “breakthrough year”, has
taken him to many unlikely places with large
Indian-origin populations: “Malawi, Nigeria,
the Caribbean, even Reunion Island, a French
region off Madagascar, with a large number of
people of Indian-origin… They may not under-

stand the lyrics, but they know the song.”
Then again, Shaan has taken his music into

the international orbit, working alongside Blue,
Samira Said and Michael Learns to Rock,
among others. Has this helped him reach out to
audiences from other cultures? “Sometimes, I

see a lot of White Anglo-Saxons at my concerts,”
he recalls, smiling mischievously. “For a while
they look really confused and out of place, but
the good thing is they seem charged, and as soon
as they see a few people shake a leg, they too hit
the dance floor!”

Shaan rocks at Hong Kong concert
Venkatesan Vembu. Hong Kong 

A reflective Shaan, who hosts Voice of India
on Star Plus, tells DNA of the limitations of TV
talent shows, and why ‘chequebook charity’
isn’t good enough. 
On being a TV show host: It’s the most diffi-
cult of all the things I do. For one, my Hindi
is a little faulty. I may want to say some-
thing, but it comes out as something else.
And then you have to cut and reshoot: all
this in front of an audience. Also, in TV
shows, someone else is singing and I’m
screaming like a mad man: “Taaliyan
bajaiye…  Aap ka swagat hai” and all that. At
that moment it’s exciting, but my voice goes
for a toss for two-three days after.  
On the new talent that’s coming out: I’ve
been hosting shows for 5-1/2 years now, and
we always boast of the talent that comes
out, but the success ratio hasn’t been that
hot: we’re still talking of Sunidhi, who hap-
pened about 10 years ago. I wonder if it’s all
heading the right way. There are a lot of new
artists, but somehow, the youngsters coming
from talent shows haven’t been able to make
a mark. And with every passing year, the
hope of being able to introduce new voices
through the show is dying out. The shows
are, of course, hugely popular, but in terms
of being able to come in as premier artists —
be it pop or film — that’s not happening.
That’s what worries me. If it goes on like
that, I’ll quit (laughs).
On his career plans: I’m not much of a plan-
ner: for now, I am ready for whatever doors
open. But in the long term, I’m telling myself
I’ll get socially involved. I want to make a
contribution at some level. There are many
issues demanding attention in India, and we
don’t have much time, so we can’t just live in
our castles and selfishly live our lives. It’s
easy to blame the system or government or
corruption, but you have to realise you’re in a

lucky zone. And it’s not enough to just give
money to charity. Whatever cause you take
up, you have to do it yourself, physically offer
yourself. When more of us start going down
to the grassroots level, we’ll understand that
doing things in isolation isn’t enough.  

‘TV talent shows aren’t finding new voices’

There are a lot of new artists,
but somehow, the youngsters com-
ing from talent shows haven’t been
able to make a mark. And with every
passing year, the hope of being able
to introduce new voices through the
show is dying out.”

——SShhaaaann

“

With whistles and whoops, the
singer’s adoring fans proved 
that they’d been sufficiently
warmed up by their star

Indo-Asian News Service.
New York

Well-known Bollywood
actor and scriptwriter
Kader Khan and former
chief justice of Delhi
high court Rajinder
Sachar were given the
honorary citizenship of
the city of Houston by
the city mayor at an an-
nual function organised
by an Indian social or-
ganisation.

Mayor Bill White hon-
oured the two Indians at
the 17th annual conven-
tion   of the American
Federation of Muslims
of Indian origin (AFMI),
a North America-based
organisa-
tion which
focuses on
socio-eco-
nomic and
educational
development of Muslims
and other underprivi-
leged people in India.

Justice Sachar was
also awarded the presti-
gious ‘Pride of India
Award’ by the AFMI for
his contribution in the
field of law and the lead-
ership quality exhibited
as the chairman of the
committee on socio-eco-
nomic status of Muslims
in India.

Kader Khan who has
written scripts for over
200 Hindi films and acted
in 350 films was also hon-
oured by the AFMI, for
his outstanding contri-
bution to films and com-
mitment to the cause of
education of underprivi-
leged people in India.

Kader Khan
honoured
in Houston 

Bishop of London
urges Dodi’s father
to end controversy

Mumbai, Mon, Sep 3, 2007world epaper.dnaindia.com

1166...

Curbing his might
The new management
measures for the reincar-
nation of living Buddhas
in Tibetan Buddhism are
widely perceived as a
desperate move by the
Chinese government to
undermine the influence
of the exiled Tibetan
spiritual leader the Dalai
Lama and other Tibetan
Buddhist leaders who
oppose Chinese rule in
Tibet.  


